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Manzullo: Medical Liability Reform Needed to Stem Health Care Crisis in Underserved America
(WASHINGTON) House Small Business Committee Chairman Don Manzullo (R-IL) today said Congress must act soon to fix the medical liability crisis that is leaving millions of Americans in the rural areas and inner cities without adequate access to health care.

Manzullo, who held a full committee hearing on the issue today, said medical malpractice insurance rates have been doubling, tripling and even quadrupling annually in certain health care professions and certain states without liability caps. Doctors are retiring because of the surging costs, and emergency rooms are closing. Those living in our inner cities and rural areas - the medically underserved areas of America - are especially harmed by the medical liability crisis.

"Surging medical malpractice insurance rates have skyrocketed the costs of health insurance in our country. Many doctors are simply choosing to get out of the profession rather than pay the exorbitant increases," Manzullo said. "The problem has been exacerbated in our rural areas and inner cities, where doctors are leaving in droves. Millions of our rural and inner-city residents are in danger of losing the basic ability to see a doctor when they are ill. It’s frightening that we can be in this position in the greatest country in the world.”

Manzullo is a strong supporter and cosponsor of H.R. 534, the Help Efficient, Accessible, Low-Cost, Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act of 2005. The legislation would reform our nation’s medical liability system by placing reasonable limits on punitive and non-economic damages while allowing patients to receive full compensation for their injuries; create a system of fair accountability for damages and provide for a speedy resolution of claims; and allow flexibility for states that already have liability caps in place.
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