June 14, 2001

The Honorable Tommy Thompson

Secretary of Health and Human Services

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Hubert Humphrey Building

200 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Thompson:


As you continue to review the previous administration's National Institutes of Health (NIH) guidelines regarding federal funding of embryo-destroying stem cell research, based on its controversial interpretation of the law, we encourage you to consider an excellent alternative that is not controversial and is already producing exciting results.  


A joint US Navy/NIH research team has partnered up with Large Scale Biology Corporation to identify the genes and proteins that induce the self-renewal of adult human stem cells.  Using its patented tobacco plant-based technology, LSBC has already been able to stimulate stem cells with plant proteins and thus conduct this research more quickly.  The plant protein growth factor also increased the gene transfer efficiency of these stem cells.  

 
The research team is already working on new, potentially curative therapies for patients with leukemia, lymphoma, sickle cell disease, and radiation/chemical weapons injuries.  To date, they have produced significant results in the fight against cancer, Sickle Cell Anemia, and non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma.  LSBC has even initiated a clinical trial of personalized cancer vaccines.  


The significance of this research is that it does not involve the highly controversial human embryonic stem cell research in any manner because it focuses on adult hematopoietic stem cells.  

Successful stem cell research does not necessitate the use of human embryos, and it has already achieved a remarkable degree of success.  Non-embryonic stem cell research should serve as the cornerstone for future stem cell research by the United States government.  In your final recommendation, we urge you to support this non-controversial research alternative and oppose embryo-destroying research.  


Thank you for your leadership and consideration of this important matter.

Best personal regards,

RON LEWIS






ROBERT ADERHOLT

Member of Congress





Member of Congress

