Largent Bill to Sunset the Tax Code

As we work to shape the years Congressional agenda, it is imperative that House Republicans not only stand for tax reduction, but also for fundamental tax reform.  And, while there is still a debate within our caucus about which type of tax reform is best, one thing is certain among Congressional Republicans- nothing is worse than the current burdensome and complex income tax code.


I plan on reintroducing the Date Certain Tax Code Replacement Act, which would sunset the tax code on December 31, 2005.  The bill is intended to substantially increase momentum for Congress and the American people to replace our current tax code with a fairer and simpler alternative.  At the very least, Members of Congress should be required to vote to re-authorize the tax code.
What the bill does:

The Date Certain Tax Code Replacement Act would sunset the current tax code effective December 31, 2005, but makes an exception for provisions specifically relating to Social Security and Medicare taxes.  Additionally, the bill requires that Congress enact a replacement tax code no later than July 4, 2005 in order to ensure a smooth transition to the new system at the beginning of 2005.  The measure also establishes a bipartisan 15 member National Commission on Tax Reform and Simplification that will report to Congress on a new, fairer and more simple tax code.  The purpose of the measure is to foster a national dialogue on a way to replace the current income tax system with one that is fairer, less complicated, and less burdensome to working Americans.


While Date Certain Tax Code Replacement Act does not address any replacement option directly or indirectly, it merely is intended to guarantee action on the part of future Congresses to put into place a better form of federal income tax.  The bill’s provision to sunset the tax code by certain date ensures that either (1) a new tax code is implemented that reflects the priorities of American taxpayers, or (2) Congress is forced to repeal the date-certain sunset law and address the issue of tax reform according to the public will.

--Congressman Steve Largent (R-Oklahoma)

