June 21, 2001
Of Course

the Media Support McCain-Feingold!

They’re Exempt!

Members, Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Colleague,

If the McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform legislation becomes law, it would give the media an exaggerated voice in the 30 days leading up to a primary election and in the 60 days leading up to a general election—just the times when citizens are most aware of campaigns and elections.  

While it would be illegal for citizens and nonprofit organizations to engage in issue advocacy during these timeframes, media elites would be free to do, say, meet with, and advocate whatever they want with whomever they want.  Corporations that are not or that do not own media companies would not be allowed to engage in political discourse, while corporations that are or that own media companies would be allowed.

Is this fair?  Is this democratic?  The First Amendment to the Constitution says that Congress shall not abridge the freedom of the press.  It says nothing about giving more freedom to the press than to any other segment of society.

In a McCain-Feingold world, media elites would be allowed to freely mention a federal candidate by name in the weeks leading up to an election, but other citizens would not be allowed to do so.  Media elites would of course be allowed to freely advocate timely issues in the media in the weeks leading up to an election, but other citizens would not be allowed to do so.  And media elites would be allowed to consult with congressmen without restriction in the weeks leading up to an election, but other citizens would not be allowed to do so.  

Is it any surprise that media elites support the McCain-Feingold bill?  They are totally exempt and no one else is.






Sincerely,






Steve Largent






Member of Congress

