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Kline Introduces HEROES Bill


Lawmaker’s First Bill Will Assist Military Personnel, Students





WASHINGTON – Congressman John Kline (R-MN) introduced his first piece of legislation, a bill to assist the men and women of our armed services who are called to service while pursuing higher education.





When our men and women receive a call to service, they must often immediately leave their jobs, families, and educational pursuits.  Presently, student financial aid and academic credit are forfeited under these circumstances.





The Higher Education Relief  Opportunities for Students (or “HEROES”) Act of 2003 calls on the Secretary of Education to help our military personnel who are called to active duty, including the Reserves and the National Guard, by providing assistance and flexibility with their transition into and out of postsecondary education.  





The bill would ask postsecondary institutions to provide a full refund of tuition and fees to students for the period they were not able to complete because of their service and minimize deferral of enrollment or reapplication requirements.  It would also ask lending institutions holding or servicing federal student loans to provide all available benefits, deferrals, and flexibility to ensure the men and women of our armed services are not placed in an adverse financial position because of their service.





“I am pleased to address two issues close to my heart, education and the well-being of those in our armed forces, with one legislative effort,” said Kline.  “It is imperative we show our appreciation for the men and women called to service and make sure they are not penalized.”





Kline, a first-term Member of the U.S. House of Representatives, serves on the Armed Services and Education and the Workforce Committees.
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