October 29, 2003

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert



The Honorable Tom DeLay

Speaker






Majority Leader

U. S. House of Representatives



U.S. House of Representatives

H-232, The Capitol





H-329, The Capitol

Washington, DC  20515




Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Roy Blunt

Majority Whip

U.S House of Representatives

H-107, The Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Gentlemen:

We write to request that if the Conferees on the Medicare Prescription Drug and Modernization Act of 2003 report to the House a Conference Report, copies of the text of the Conference Report, the text of the explanatory statement, and the text of Congressional Budget Office cost estimate for the Conference report be made available to all Members at least three calendar days after filing (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, unless the House is in session on those days) and  prior to consideration of the Conference Report or to any measure reported from the Committee Rules providing for the consideration of the Conference Report.

The general public will evaluate not only what Congress does regarding Medicare and prescription drugs, but the way in which it does it.  A bill proposing such substantive changes to the Medicare system and costing an estimated $400 billion over the next decade deserves the careful and thoughtful consideration of all Members. 

Allowing Members adequate time to properly evaluate the Conference Report will avoid a needless and difficult internal fight on the Rule, and allow Leadership to concentrate its efforts on final passage of the Conference Report.  It will also lead to more public confidence in the legislative process and greater acceptance of that process’ final product.

Therefore, while some of us are likely to support and others to oppose the Conference Report on H.R. 1, each of us strongly urges you to abide by regular order and provide at least three calendar days for Members to review the Conference Report and materials necessary to properly evaluate the Conference Report. 

Sincerely,


Mr. John Kline






Mr. C. Michael Burgess
 


Mr. Randy Neugebauer




Mr. Johnny Isakson




Mr. Tom Tancredo





Mr. Dave Weldon



Mr. Virgil H. Goode, Jr.




Mr. Donald Manzullo



Mr. Jim Ryun






Mr. Todd Akin




Mr. Gil Gutknecht





Mr. Ernest J. Istook, Jr.



Mr. Jeff Flake






Mrs. Sue Myrick



Mr. Jeff Miller






Mr. Phil Crane




Mr. Trent Franks





Mr. Mike Pence



Mrs. Marilyn Musgrave




Mr. Pete Hoekstra



Mr. Joseph R. Pitts





Mr. Scott Garrett



Mr. Tom Feeney





Mr. Kevin Brady




Mr. Roscoe Bartlett




     Mr. William “Mac” Thornberry



Mr. Tim Murphy





Mr. Steve King





Mr. Ron Paul






Mr. John Boozman



Mr. John Culberson





Mr. J. Gresham Barrett



Mr. John Carter





Mr. John N. Hostettler



Mr. Devin Nunes





Mr. J. Randy Forbes



Mr. Mark  E. Souder





Mr. Jim DeMint



Mr. Mark Kennedy





Mr. Charlie Norwood



Mr. Chris Chocola










