Military Recruiter Resolution Passes House

Kline, Rogers Lead Bipartisan Effort in Support of Equal Campus Access

WASHINGTON - Congressman John Kline (R-MN) took the lead in today’s floor debate on legislation expressing the support of Congress for equal access of military recruiters to institutions of higher education.

Authored by Rep. Mike Rogers (R-AL), the legislation passed the House of Representatives today by a bipartisan vote of 327-84.

Formerly, the ability of the U.S. military to reach the most highly qualified candidates was protected by legislation which denied federal funding to colleges refusing to permit on-campus recruiting.  However, on November 29th of last year, the Third Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia overturned this legislation, enabling universities to receive federal funding despite barring military recruiters from campus.  “This decision threatens to severely damage the ability of the military to recruit the highly qualified candidates necessary during a time of war,” said Kline.  

“In our post-9/11 world, I find it unfathomable that publicly funded colleges and universities would unfairly prohibit military personnel from recruiting interested students on campus,” the bill’s sponsor, Rep. Rogers said. “I hope today’s bill sends a clear message that Congress will continue to support the provisions of the Solomon Law.”

“The citizens of the United States benefit from the protection of the most highly qualified and well-trained military,” said Kline.  “I am hopeful our actions today will put an end to this injustice and restore the ability of the U.S. military to serve its citizens most effectively.”
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