Dear Colleague:
 
I am writing today to dispel a myth promoted by many of those urging more federal funding for the destruction of human embryos, required for embryonic stem cell research.  Proponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that the embryos stored at IVF clinics are simply going to be discarded, so we should derive some benefit from them.  The facts below explain why that is untrue.  Please join me in returning our focus from destructive embryonic stem cell research to adult stem cell research, which has been proven to work, is not morally controversial, and holds true promise for disease victims.
 
Sincerely,
 
/s/ Steve King
 
 
 
MYTH:  IVF embryos WILL just "die anyway."
 
FACT:  Most IVF embryos are designated for implantation, and the rest can be adopted by parents hoping for children.
 
FACT:  Only 2.8% of embryos in IVF clinics, roughly 11,000, have been designated by their parents for research.  More than 90% of embryos stored in IVF clinics are saved for later use by parents or donated to other infertile couples.
 
FACT:  Less than 275 stem cell lines would be created from the small portion of the 400,000 embryos currently in IVF storage that have been made available for research. 
 
FACT:  IVF embryos can be adopted by infertile couples: 75 children born to date. In 1995, about 500,000 women were seeking to adopt a child. 
 
FACT:  Federal funding of embryonic stem cell research will create an incentive to create and kill more human embryos for stem cells, which will lead to a US human embryo farm industry.
 
FACT:  There is an ethical alternative to killing these embryos:  Adult and cord blood stem cells are treating over 58 diseases.
 
 

