Support U.S. Troops

who are fighting terrorism abroad! 
 Co-sponsor the Keller/Shaw Combat Pay for Combat Risk Act of 2002!

Dear Colleague,

We have all learned a great deal from the tragedy of September 11th.   We have rediscovered a deep national respect for members of the United States Armed Services.  This respect has also been a reminder of our obligation to fulfill the promises we’ve made to service-members and their families.  Benefits typically associated with high-risk and combat operations should not be held hostage to political sentiment. The Keller/Shaw Combat Pay for Combat Risk Act of 2002 will guarantee that combat benefits will be given to any troop deployed to an imminent danger/hostile fire area in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Traditionally, the pay of a soldier or sailor serving in a combat zone is not subject to federal taxation while serving in that combat zone. These zones are designated “combat” either by the President through an Executive Order or legislatively by Congress.  However, Operation Enduring Freedom has sent our troops into areas where that designation could create diplomatic tension. For example, the Philippine Constitution does not allow foreign troops to engage in combat on its soil. Yet, U.S. Special Operations forces are currently training, advising, and assisting their Philippine counterparts to eliminate the Abu Sayyaf, a terrorist group linked to Al-Qaeda. Abu Sayyaf has beheaded one American and still holds two others in the Sulu Archipelago.  Our troops are serving in combat zones, and are receiving hazardous duty and imminent danger pay, yet this compensation has not been excluded from income tax as is traditionally done. The Keller/ Shaw bill will fix this discrepancy and not tax their pay.

    
If you would like to become a co-sponsor of the Keller/Shaw Combat Pay for Combat Risk Act of 2002, please contact Serena Underwood at 5-2176 in Congressman Keller’s office. 

Sincerely,

Ric Keller






E. Clay Shaw, Jr. 

Member of Congress





Member of Congress
 

