Pass CAFTA To Reduce 

Illegal Immigration?

Get Real!

Dear Republican Colleague:


Proponents of the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) are now claiming that passing CAFTA will help stem the massive tide of illegal immigrants flooding over our borders.  This is the same tired line the Clinton Administration used when it was trying to round up votes for NAFTA.


  “If NAFTA passes . . . we will dramatically reduce pressures on illegal immigration from Mexico to the United States . . . So if you want to have the immigration problem eased, you must vote for NAFTA, not against it.” (President Bill Clinton, Remarks on the South Lawn, October 20, 1993)


Well, Congress approved NAFTA and what happened?  The best estimates available to the Congressional Research Service suggest that the population of Mexican illegal aliens in the United States rose from roughly 1.3 million in 1992 (the year before NAFTA was passed), to over 5.9 million in 2004.  That’s a 350 percent increase! 

Those who ignore the past are doomed to repeat it.  The numbers don’t lie - just like NAFTA, CAFTA will do nothing to help fix our illegal immigration problem. 

Sincerely,

Walter B. Jones



Charlie Norwood

Member of Congress  



Member of Congress

