Protect the Benefits of our Senior Citizens

“We must make Social Security financially stable and allow personal retirement accounts for younger workers who choose them.” President Bush, State of the Union address 1/29/02.

Dear Colleague:


As President Bush indicated in his recent State of the Union address, Social Security reform continues to be pressing issue facing our Nation today.  It is not too early to start thinking of proactive measures that can be taken to move the debate forward on reforming the Social Security program. 


I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to become a cosponsor of the Social Security Guarantee Act, legislation to guarantee the right of seniors to receive their full Social Security benefits. As Congress examines proposals to reform Social Security, we must allay the fear of our nation’s seniors and guarantee them that their Social Security benefits will not be touched.  This is an important first step toward enabling a full discussion on comprehensive Social Security reform this Congress. 


Many people do not know that benefits of our nation’s senior citizens are not protected under the law.  In 1960, the Supreme Court ruled in Flemming v. Nestor that Americans have no property right to their Social Security benefits.  This is true despite the fact that many Americans have paid Social Security taxes over their working lifetimes and are planning for retirement with the expectation that they will receive those benefits.  Quite simply, Congress could at any time still eliminate or reduce those benefits. 


The Social Security Guarantee Act would require the Secretary of the Treasury to issue to each recipient of Social Security retirement benefits a certificate that includes a written guarantee of a fixed monthly benefit, plus a guaranteed annual cost-of-living increase. 


Currently, the Seniors Coalition, the 60 Plus Association, and the United Seniors Association have all expressed their support for this legislation.  

If you would like further information or would like to cosponsor, please contact Lindsey Brill in Congressman Jones' office at 5-3415.
                           Walter B. Jones


                           Member of Congress


