Help Our Children Heal 
Time to pray and reflect is key in helping our nation’s children deal with the aftermath of the terrorist attacks.

Dear Colleague:
I hope that you will join me in supporting H. Con Res. 239 when it comes to the floor Thursday for a vote.

H.Con.Res. 239 is a non-binding resolution expressing the sense of Congress that America's schools should set-aside time to allow children to pray for-or quietly reflect on behalf of-the Nation during this time of struggle against international terrorism. 

Like many people throughout our great nation, I have worried about our children in the weeks since September 11.  Tragedies like we faced that day are difficult enough as an adult, but we are not alone.  

Our children struggled first with the haunting images of the World Trade Center collapse and the Pentagon, then with the 24-hour news coverage of the carnage and the search for answers, and now they struggle with the images and realities of war.

On many occasions since that fateful day this body and our colleagues in the Senate have joined together, to pray and ask for guidance.  

We have been joined in that effort by millions of Americans in their places of business, in their homes and at large public gatherings.  We have done so to remember all we have lost and look for the strength to do what must be done to bring terrorism to an end.

I believe that we should now affirm to our youngest citizens that we understand their need to pray or quietly reflect on the events of the recent past.  It is important as they too seek comfort in coming to terms with their role as American citizens and what these events will mean to their future.  

Some have charged that this legislation mandates when, what, and how our children should use that time. It doesn’t mandate a time for schools to have this period.  Nor does it dictate a uniform prayer or that it should be said aloud.  It does not even mandate prayer as the only option.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  This non-binding resolution serves only to show our children that we understand their confusion and encourage them to take a moment each day to reflect and remember and to find the peace, and comfort that they so richly deserve.

I hope that you will join me in supporting this measure when it comes to the floor for a vote on Thursday.

Sincerely,
/s

Walter B. Jones 

Member of Congress
