End Taxation of the Military Death Gratuity

Become an Original Cosponsor

Dear Colleague:

In the 107th Congress, legislation I sponsored to eliminate the tax on the death gratuity provided to surviving members of the Armed Forces gained 112 cosponsors.  H.R. 3973 was ultimately included in broader tax relief legislation, the Armed Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2002 that passed the House 413-0 on July 9, 2002. Although the legislation fell victim to year-end wrangling, I am planning to reintroduce it when the House reconvenes on Tuesday.

Accordingly, I invite you to join me as an original cosponsor of the Military Death Gratuity Improvement Act of 2003.  This legislation, virtually identical to what passed the House last year, will restore the historical tax-exempt status of the military death gratuity. 

Although seemingly minor in nature, this taxation erodes the quality of a benefit designed to provide immediate assistance after the death of a military member.   The cost to this legislation is small - approximately $8 million over 10 years - but the benefit and peace of mind it will provide to family members of service members killed while serving our country is great. 

As our military personnel continue to serve in harm’s way around the world in the War on Terrorism and are facing a possible conflict in Iraq, it is more important than ever to support this legislation.  To cosponsor, or for additional information, please feel free to contact me or John Weaver of my staff at x5-3415.






Sincerely,





          /s






Walter B. Jones







Member of Congress

