September 16, 2003

Support America’s Military Academies

Co-Sponsor H.R. 2999, Military Academy First Amendment Protection Act 

Dear Colleague,

Earlier this year, the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a decision by a federal judge against the voluntary, nondenominational prayer offered before meals at the Virginia Military Institute. Virginia’s Attorney General and VMI have vowed to fight on in an appeal to the US Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, the ACLU will not rest until it can convince federal courts to strike down similar voluntary nondenominational prayers at America’s federal military service academies.  In a letter to the US Naval Academy, the Maryland ACLU called upon the Academy to reconsider its 148-year tradition of offering a voluntary, nondenominational prayer before lunchtime.  

This bill will follow the previous direction of the Courts, and give deference to “our military authority.”  Our aim is to exercise the power of Congress to “make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces” and in doing so give the Superintendent of each Academy the authority to have a voluntary, nondenominational prayer at Academy activities

Fourth Circuit Judge Paul V. Niemeyer in his strongly worded dissent called the April panel decision "a major abandonment of values embraced by the founders and by our society during the 18th and 19th centuries . . . the panel opinion regrettably treats religion as a virus that somehow will infect the public square if acknowledged in even the most unobtrusive of circumstances." 

I ask that you join me in supporting the history and integrity of our Academies, and their ability to prepare tomorrow’s military leaders.  I hope that together, we can draw a line in the sand, which represents the bipartisan voice of this Congress and our great nation.   

Sincerely,

Walter B. Jones Jr.

Member of Congress









