Co-Sponsor H.R. 34

To Redesignate the Department of the Navy to be the

Department of the Navy and Marine Corps
Dear Colleague: 

Since the earliest days of our nation, the Navy and the Marine Corps have fought, served and sacrificed together as a team. From operations against Barbary pirates in 1798, through current day operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, the Navy and Marine Corps together have defended America’s interests around the world.

The Marine Corps, with the support of the Navy, has continued to evolve and develop doctrine, tactics, weapons and training for the wars of the future.  Today, Marine Corps units represent a significant element of the nation’s military “tooth” and constitute approximately twenty percent of all active ground maneuver battalions, twenty percent of the active fighter/attack squadrons, twenty six percent of the attack helicopters, and nearly one-third of the ground combat service support in the active forces.  

Without question, the Navy and Marine Corps have served the nation as distinct military services with many outstanding achievements between them.  However, the Navy and Marine Corps are inexorably part of the same team by virtue of their assigned roles and missions and the environment in which they operate.  I remind you of several examples of the Navy and Marine Corps team already in existence:


Appointment of the 1st Marine to be Commandant of Midshipman at the Naval Academy

o
Col John R. Allen, USMC - 79th Commandant of Midshipman - Jan. 2002-Sept. 2003

Navy & Marine Corps Stadium - home of Navy Football


Navy & Marine Corps Relief Society


Navy & Marine Corps Tactical Aviation.
As the Navy and Marine Corps continue to evolve to confront the threats of a new century, we must recognize the unique history and bonds between these two distinguished services.  That is why I have introduced H.R. 34 - To redesignate the Department of the Navy as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps.  

America’s interests around the world are many, and true power projection involves the ability to put boots on the ground wherever your enemy may be.  That is what the Marine Corps has done, and is still doing, in Iraq.  The new title for the Department contained in H.R. 34 would recognize the contribution of the Navy and the Marine Corps in this new era of warfare.  The Navy and Marine Corps have fought side by side as a team since creation of the Continental Marines in 1775, and it is appropriate for the title of the military department and service secretary charged with advancing their interests to be changed to reflect that teamwork.  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Daniel Hilton at 5-3415.

Sincerely,

         Walter B. Jones

                  Member of Congress
