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Sam Johnson Blasts Anti-American, Pro-Iraqi Actions

At a news conference on Capitol Hill today, U.S. Congressman Sam Johnson (3rd Dist.-Texas) blasted Congressman Jim McDermott’s (D-Wash.) pro-Iraq remarks as, “unconscionable, unpatriotic and un-American.”  

This weekend on political talk shows McDermott and David E. Bonior (D-Mich.) cast aspersions on and questioned the motivations of the Bush Administration while touring Baghdad.  On ABC’s This Week with George Stephanopoulos McDermott said, “I think the President would mislead the American people.”

“Jim McDermott's remarks in Iraq are unconscionable, unpatriotic and un-American.” A 29-year Air Force veteran, Johnson spent seven years as a Prisoner of War in Vietnam, more than half of that time in solitary confinement.

Hosted by House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.), the news conference focused on the pending congressional Iraq resolution.  At the news conference, Johnson held up the October 1, 2002, Washington Post.  The paper featured an Agence France-Presse wire picture of McDermott posing next to a billboard of a smiling Saddam Hussein while in Baghdad over the weekend.  

“You know, I saw that picture in the Washington Post.  If a picture is worth a thousand words, what are our troops overseas supposed to think?”

“You can’t go cavorting around with the enemy and be a great American,” said Johnson.  
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