Aviation Security Enhancement Act of 2002

Congressman Sam Johnson has been working with Congresswoman Kay Granger and Congressman Ed Pastor on legislation to address the December 31st, 2002, deadline for the screening of checked baggage.  We are concerned that worst case scenario, TSA will be unable to train the personnel and install the equipment needed to meet this deadline.  Under the best case scenario, we are concerned that TSA will meet the deadline, but only by implementing an ineffective and outrageously expensive temporary solution.  Either way, the safety of our air travelers and the security of our transportation system will benefit from giving TSA flexibility to focus on longer-term solutions.   

Summary of Bill
Approximately 75% of airports will be able to meet the December 31st deadline for bag screening.  These are the smaller airports who will be relying on the trace detection systems for their long term solution.

This legislation will give the Transportation Security Agency (TSA) flexibility to allow the remaining 25% of airports to work on implementing their long term solutions without having to implement an interim solution.

BY:

October 1, 2002
TSA must notify each airport of the number and type of explosive detection systems they will be required to have.

November 1, 2002
Airport operators must report to TSA if they will NOT be able to meet the December 31 deadline.

December 1, 2002
IF an airport cannot meet the deadline, TSA and airport must publish a plan, including specific deadlines, for becoming compliant with the explosive screening requirement.  These plans must be provided to Congress.  

•
the legislation clarifies that current screening methods are acceptable until long term solutions can be installed

•
this legislation also directs the TSA to establish a pilot program at no more than 5 airports to test new technology.  

Original Co-sponsors

We hope to drop legislation this week.  Please contact Tony Bassham in Congressman Johnson's office at 6-0176 or Johnnie Kaberle in Congresswoman Granger's office at 5-5071 if you have any questions, concerns, or are interested in being an original co-sponsor.

