June 11, 2001

Practice the True Definition of Capitalism

capitalism:  an economic system in which the means of production and distribution are privately or corporately owned and development in proportionate to the accumulation and reinvestment of profits gained in a free market.

Dear Colleague:


I have introduced legislation to permanently codify President Bush’s Executive Orders #13202 and #13208 regarding open competition for federally funded construction projects.  The bill, H.R. 2055, The Open Competition and Government Neutrality in Contracting Act, seeks to permanently ensure that government-contracting decisions are neutral—neither requiring nor prohibiting project labor agreements (PLAs).  

Project labor agreements prohibit contractors who employ 80 percent of construction workers (those who choose not to join a union) from even bidding on a federal project.  In the past, the use of PLAs inappropriately funneled jobs to organized labor to the detriment of taxpayers because limiting the number and type of contractors who bid on federal projects increases costs.


Eliminating the federal government’s bias toward PLAs allow federal contract officers to seek out the highest quality at the best price when spending the American people's hard-earned tax dollars. Furthermore, the Executive Orders and the legislation ensure that all workers can compete for jobs on a level playing field and all contractors—particularly small, minority or women-owned businesses—have the same access to federal dollars regardless of their affiliation with a labor union.


I urge you to join me in helping all Americans profit from a free market by becoming a cosponsor of H.R. 2055, The Open Competition and Government Neutrality in Contracting Act.  To sign on, please contact Rebekah Hamilton in my office at 5-4201. 








Sincerely,








SAM JOHNSON







Member of Congress

