March 3, 2003
 
 
Commit 4% of GDP to National Defense
 

 
Dear Colleague, 
 

            Spending on national defense has seen some dark days since the end of the Cold War.  During the '90s, deployments abroad increased while the defense budget shrank to as low as 3% of GDP.  
 
It is an amazing testament to our troops that they have learned to do more with less, but in many areas the bills are way past due.  An absence of shipbuilding, for instance, will soon cause the Navy fleet to dip below its 300 ship minimum.  The average age of the Air Force's fleet is 23 years old and rising while questions regarding our aging bombers and tankers have yet to be resolved.  On the ground, the Army's transformation efforts are moving forward, but only by cutting programs to modernize the present force.  
 
            The Administration should be commended for directing money back into national defense and improving the living standard of our troops.  Still, an additional and consistent influx of resources is needed to reverse the neglect of the last decade while meeting the challenges of the 21st Century.  Considering what this country has invested in the past and what we are capable of investing now, a consistent 4% of GDP should be the  minimum level of spending dedicated to the protection of our nation.  
 
            As our country engages in another great struggle against the forces of tyranny, please join me in expressing our commitment to a strong national defense.  Please contact Tony Bassham at 225-4201 or by e-mail if you have questions or would like to be included as an original co-sponsor.  
 
Let's invest in our military men and women.  They're worth it.      
 
Sincerely,
J
SAM JOHNSON        
Member of Congress 
