The Honorable Duncan Hunter

Chairman

House Committee on Armed Services

2120 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman

We write to bring your attention to an amendment sponsored by Senator Tom Harkin that was recently adopted by the Senate to the 2005 Department of Defense Authorization bill. The provision calls on Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfield to develop appropriate methods of oversight over the American Forces Radio and Television Service (AFRTS) to ensure the news service presents “balanced” political programming. This amendment is ridiculous and we respectfully ask you to oversee its removal when in Conference with the Senate. 

It is obvious that this amendment is meant to jeopardize the airing of The Rush Limbaugh Show on American Forces Radio. Supporters of the measure claim the AFRTS is failing to provide politically balanced radio programming to members of our Armed Services. They assert that the Rush Limbaugh show is the only program available that offers political commentary, despite the fact that listeners can also hear NPR’s Tavis Smiley show, Talk of the Nation, and non-NPR commentaries from former talk-show host Jim Hightower and CBS News anchorman Dan Rather. 

However what is being missed here is the purpose of Armed Forces Radio in the first place. According to program designers, the point is not to provide a political spectrum, but rather to give our service men and women a representative sample of programming they would hear at home. Military radio stations around the globe are offered approximately 1,200 programs to choose from in making their own schedule. The simple fact is The Rush Limbaugh Show is one of the most popular radio programs in America. Military stations should not have to remove Mr. Limbaugh’s program from their lists or add less popular programs just for the sake of some imposed “ideological balance,” whatever that is anyway. 

The 2005 Defense Authorization bill is not a place for partisan games. We are in a time of war and Congress doesn’t need to be meddling with the radio program listening habits of our troops. Thank you for your attention to this matter.    








Sincerely,








SAM JOHNSON








Member of Congress

