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Istook Acts To Defend Pledge of Allegiance

Washington, DC --   Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK) filed a “friend of the court” brief today, defending the Pledge of Allegiance from a federal appeals court that said it was unconstitutional for school children to recite the words, “under God.”

The brief was filed on behalf of Istook and 16 others by the American Center for Law and Justice, a public interest law firm that fights overzealous attacks on constitutional freedoms.

“Whenever judges that step over the line and attack our heritage, they need to be brought back to the plain and simple intent of America's Founding Fathers,”  Istook said.  “The 9th Circuit's attack on the Pledge of Allegiance is an outrageous attack on our heritage and our beliefs.  I'm not just wringing my hands over it; I want to make sure that decision is reversed.”

The brief contends that the 9th Circuit not only misinterpreted the First Amendment to the Constitution, but also ignored several U.S. Supreme Court rulings.  For example, in a 1963 case [Schempp], one Supreme Court Justice stated that the Pledge of Allegiance, “may merely recognize the historical fact that our Nation was believed to have been founded ‘under God’” and that “reciting the pledge may be no more of a religious exercise than the reading aloud of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, which contains an allusion to the same historical fact.”

Istook also praised the ACLJ and its chief counsel, Jay Sekulow, for its work on this case and on others protecting America's constitutional and religious freedoms and heritage.

Istook is also chief congressional sponsor of the School Prayer Amendment, which would protect the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance by students as well as protecting voluntary prayer at school.
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