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Putting the Christmas back in Christmas tree

Istook thanks Hastert for renaming Capitol Christmas tree

Washington, D.C. – Rep. Ernest Istook (R- Warr Acres) applauds and thanks House Speaker Dennis Hastert for renaming the Capitol Christmas Tree exactly what it is – a Christmas tree.
“I’d like to thank Speaker Hastert for standing up against anti-religion groups that would like to erase any reference to our religious heritage on federal grounds – and that includes something as simple and pure as the Capitol Christmas Tree,” said Istook.
For over 40 years, the Capitol Christmas Tree has been displayed on the West Front Lawn of the Capitol Building in celebration of the Christmas season.  But in 1995, the official name was changed to the “Capitol Holiday Tree.”  According to the office of the Architect of the Capitol, the tree was renamed to be “more politically correct.”  No official congressional action preceded the change, and no documentation requesting the change has been located.
“The Christmas tree is a worldwide symbol of the holiday season.  It is called a Christmas tree because that’s what it is.  If you took 100 people and asked them what a tree decorated with ornaments and lights is called, they would all say it was a Christmas tree, not a “’holiday tree,’” Istook continued.

Attacks on expression of religion have become commonplace.  Last year students were barred from singing “Silent Night” at a elementary school holiday play in Mustang, Oklahoma.  The Supreme Court even ordered the City of Edmond, Oklahoma to alter its city seal by removing a cross, which was displayed on the seal next to an oil well and wagon train. 

“There are a lot of Grinches out there that would like nothing better than to take any references to religion out of the holiday season.  I would like to thank Speaker Hastert for not letting them,” Istook added.

The Santa Fe National Forest is providing the 2005 Capitol Christmas Tree to be lit by Speaker Hastert early next month. 

###

