RESTORE PARITY BETWEEN HOUSE AND SENATE CANDIDATES AND HELP ALLEVIATE THE EFFECTS OF INFLATION ON DONORS’ CONTRIBUTIONS
July 11, 2001

Dear Colleague:


During the debate on Campaign Finance Reform, we plan to offer an amendment to increase Hard Money Contributions to House candidates from $1,000 to $2,000.  This simple amendment passed in the United States Senate earlier this year.

Reasons to vote for the Hutchinson-Graham-Brady-Hulshof Amendment
Parity: On March 28, 2001 the Senate accepted by a vote of 84-16 the Thompson-Feinstein amendment to increase individual hard money contributions to $2,000 for Senate candidates.  While Shays-Meehan retains this language for Senate candidates, it keeps House individual hard money contributions at the current level of $1,000.  This disparity puts House candidates, who have to run three times as often as Senate candidates, at a disadvantage.

Modesty: This increase is less than if we indexed such contributions to inflation.  The individual hard money limitation created in 1974 adjusted for inflation would be $3,550.  This amendment is a modest step toward restoring the contribution limits envisioned by Congress in 1974.

Legitimacy: Individual hard money is the most legitimate, limited, and fully disclosed part of the campaign system.  These funds will be reported and candidates will be held accountable for the contributions they accept.

True Reform: The main purpose of campaign finance reform is to encourage citizen participation in the political system by increasing public confidence in the integrity of the process.  Our amendment is in the true spirit of reform; it encourages individual participation while requiring full disclosure.

Support: Both supporters and opponents of McCain-Feingold supported and voted for the Thompson-Feinstein amendment during Senate floor debate.  Senators McCain, Feingold, McConnell, and Kennedy were among the supporters of increasing hard money limits.


If you have further questions about this amendment, please feel free to contact Stacey Shrader with Rep. Hutchinson at 5-4301 or Jessica Efird with Rep. Graham at 5-5301.

Sincerely,

Representative Asa Hutchinson




Representative Lindsey O. Graham

Representative Kevin Brady




Representative Kenny Hulshof
