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HOUSE PASSES HOSTETTLER AMENDMENT

PROTECTING BOY SCOUTS


WASHINGTON - The U.S. House of Representatives today overwhelmingly passed an amendment introduced by Rep. John Hostettler that would protect the Boy Scouts of America from the latest politically motivated assault against its traditions.


By a vote of 262-152, the House accepted Hostettler's amendment, which prohibits the enforcement of a District of Columbia Human Rights Commission ruling against the Boy Scouts. In June, the commission ruled that Boy Scout policies violated the civil rights of two homosexual scout masters who were dismissed. The commission ordered the Boy Scouts to reinstate the homosexual troop leaders and pay them $50,000 each.


"This arrogant and intrusive ruling is just the latest in a long string of cultural broadsides against the Boy Scouts - a group dedicated to instilling selflessness, character, responsibility, and love for God and country in our nation's boys and young men," said Hostettler during debate of the Fiscal Year 2002 District of Columbia Appropriations bill.


"Now during this debate we will hear that this is a local issue, a matter best left to home rule," Hostettler continued. "But as Members who have sworn to uphold the Constitution, I would remind my colleagues that Article One, Section Eight, states that, 'Congress shall have the Power To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over [the] District. . .' 


"The Constitution requires that we watch closely the power we have delegated, in this case, to the District of Columbia. Since the District is a national city, it should be a reflection of our nation's value system."


Hostettler argued that all Americans should be troubled by the Human Rights Commission ruling against the Boy Scouts.


"When a government agency tells a private organization it must accept behavior that violates its members' core beliefs, then every civic organization, service group, church, synagogue and mosque is vulnerable to government interference," he said. "This so-called civil rights organization clearly does not have the best interest of our nation's boys and young men at heart. Instead, its goal is to force a radical political agenda on a private civic group.


"While ostensibly advancing the virtue of "tolerance," the Commission has approved only one politically correct viewpoint, determining that all other beliefs must be excluded or penalized," Hostettler said at the conclusion of his floor remarks. "The decision of the Commission runs counter to our most basic liberties and, as such, must be stopped."

