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HOSTETTLER INTRODUCES BILL TO

PROTECT BOY SCOUTS' RIGHTS


WASHINGTON - U.S. Rep. John Hostettler today introduced a bill that would prevent a District of Columbia government entity from forcing the Boy Scouts of America to reinstate and pay damages to two homosexual troop leaders. The "Boy Scouts' Constitutional Rights Protection Act" has six original cosponsors.


"It's frightening that a so-called 'human rights commission' feels it can penalize an institution like the Boy Scouts for practices that are clearly protected by the U.S. Constitution," Hostettler said. "If a government body can tell a private organization what it must practice and believe, then every civic organization, service group, church, synagogue and mosque is vulnerable to outside interference from government. The decision of the commission runs counter to our most basic liberties and, as such, must be stopped."


The D.C. Commission on Human Rights last week determined that the Boy Scouts of America violated anti-discrimination law by expelling the two homosexual leaders in 1992. The commission ordered the Boy Scouts to reinstate them and pay them $50,000 each in damages.


Hostettler's bill would prohibit the District of Columbia from enforcing the commission's decision by preventing funds from being spent to do so. The bill states that "[t]he District of Columbia may not use any of its funds to issue, implement, administer, or enforce any order invalidating the policy of the Boy Scouts of America regarding the employment or voluntary service of homosexual troop leaders."


The Constitution instructs Congress  "[t]o exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever" over the District of Columbia.
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