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HOSTETTLER ADDRESSES FORUM ON ABM TREATY


WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. withdrawal from the ABM Treaty paves the way for the vigorous pursuit of a national missile defense system to address the growing threat of ballistic missile attack, U.S. Rep. John Hostettler said today.


In a speech sponsored by the Lexington Institute, a non-profit, non-partisan public policy research organization, Hostettler said that the deployment of a national missile defense system must be a top priority for the United States considering the alarming spread of ballistic missile technology and the changing dynamics of modern warfare.


“Any discussion of life after the ABM Treaty needs to be in context of the disturbing trend of ballistic missile proliferation,” said Hostettler, a member of the House Armed Services Committee. 


He cited the latest National Intelligence Estimate, which found that the spread of ballistic missile-related technologies, materials and expertise has enabled several nations to accelerate the development and capabilities of their ballistic missile systems.


“These emerging missile states include Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria and Pakistan,” Hostettler said. “It is the proliferation of these technologies to hostile nations that poses the greatest threat to international stability, not the proposed U.S. missile defense system.


“Fortunately, true leadership now occupies the White House and the Pentagon, as evidenced by the bold and wise decision announced last December to withdraw from the ABM Treaty,” he said.


Hostettler also noted that despite the ABM Treaty and other non-proliferation agreements, the number of nations with ballistic missiles grew from nine in 1972 to 28 today.


According to the Pentagon’s December Nuclear Posture Review, 12 nations have nuclear weapons programs, 16 nations have chemical weapons programs, and 13 nations have biological weapons programs.


“The fact is, arms control treaties and non-proliferation efforts have not produced the desired results,” Hostettler said. “Weapons of mass destruction, and the ballistic missiles to deliver them, abound. Yet the ABM Treaty kept America from deploying a system to defend against them.”


Hostettler, Vice Chairman of the House Special Oversight Panel on Terrorism, said he was particularly disturbed by the threat posed by the combination of ballistic missiles and international terrorism.


“The attacks of September 11 revealed that international terrorism - or at least radical Islamic terrorism - is an enemy not beholden to conventional warfare and not subject to conventional deterrence,” he said. “Do you doubt for a moment that Osama bin Laden also would use a nuclear weapon against the United States if he could? I believe the same question and answer applies to whether terrorists would use ballistic missiles if they had them. I have no doubt they would.


“Why? Because the principle of Mutually Assured Destruction doesn’t apply to terrorists,” he continued.


Hostettler challenged the audience to think outside the box: “What if a radical Islamic wing, emboldened by the September 11 attacks, attempts to seize Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal? Does the United States really want to be in a position where the only option is to preempt an imminent nuclear strike with its own nuclear strike, possibly killing millions of civilians?”


The best response to such a hypothetical predicament is to make sure that the United States has another option. “We have the opportunity to avoid a blackmail decision by deploying missile defenses to protect the U.S., its allies, and our forward deployed forces,” he said.


Missile defenses only have to do two things, Hostettler said. The first is to “raise doubt in an adversary’s mind about the potential effectiveness of a missile attack.” The second is to “provide the U.S. president with an option other than a retaliatory nuclear strike.”


The technology to shoot down an incoming missile is proven and advancing rapidly, Hostettler said. He pointed out that four out of six test flights of the national missile defense system have resulted in successful intercepts.
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