Should Massachusetts Decide Marriage Law for YOUR State?
Protect Your State's Traditional Marriage Laws --
Cosponsor H.R. 1100, The Marriage Protection Act (MPA)
* Last Congress, the Marriage Protection Act passed the House on July 22, 2004 by a bipartisan vote of 233-194 (H.R. 3313 in the 108th Congress). The MPA targets the heart of the marriage problem: it puts the brakes on a judiciary seeking to legislate from the bench and usurp the people's power. Last year, the GOP Platform specifically called on Congress to pass the Marriage Protection Act into law.

* Using Congress' power under Article I and Article III of the Constitution, the MPA prevents federal judges from ruling on cases arising under the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). This keeps unelected judges from making marriage "law" for the whole United States.
* The Marriage Protection Act removes federal court jurisdiction, as well as Supreme Court appellate jurisdiction, over DOMA's full faith and credit provision. This provision in DOMA codified that no State would be required to give full faith and credit to a marriage license issued by another State if that relationship is between two people of the same sex.
* Limiting court jurisdiction is a power specifically granted to Congress. Congress has the constitutional authority (Article I, Section 8, and Article III, Sections 1 & 2 of the U.S. Constitution) and a duty to put a check on the Judicial branch when it makes unconstitutional decisions. 
* The founders of our great nation feared an all-powerful judiciary and placed checks and balances on the activities of the courts. The founders did NOT want the judiciary to be the "final arbiter" of the law. In fact, in 1820, Thomas Jefferson said the following:
"[T]o consider the judges as the ultimate arbiters of all constitutional questions [is] a very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one which would place us under the despotism of an oligarchy. Our judges are as honest as other men, and not more so. They have, with others, the same passions for party, for power, and the privilege of their corps...[A]nd their power the more dangerous as they are in office for life, and not responsible, as the other functionaries are, to the elective control. The constitution has erected no such single tribunal."
*  The MPA is a statutory measure that only needs a regular majority of both houses and the President's signature to become law. The Eagle Forum, Concerned Women of America, the and the Religious Freedom Coalition are strong supporters of the Marriage Protection Act.
Contact Erin Berry in Rep. Hostettler's office at 5-4636 with questions or to cosponsor.

