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Hoekstra comments on

campaign finance bill

WASHINGTON - Congressman Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, issued the following statement after the House voted on H.R. 2356, the Shays-Meehan campaign finance bill:


“Real campaign finance reform does not begin by placing limits on the U.S. Constitution.  By limiting when, how and who can communicate, the Shays-Meehan bill undercuts the First Amendment’s free-speech protections that are at the heart of our democracy.


“Rather than limiting ways in which people can participate in their electoral system, Congress should have approved legislation to provide greater insight into campaigns through faster disclosure of campaign funds.  The campaign finance reform bill I support would require candidates to file their reports electronically.  It also would require candidates to increase their campaign disclosures in the last 90 days of a campaign.


“True campaign finance reform respects the Constitution and gives people more information to make informed voting choices.  It respects the rights of people to support the candidates and causes they believe in.  Sadly, the Shays-Meehan bill does not respect people’s rights, and for that reason I could not support it.”

- 30 -
