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Hoekstra returns from Middle East

Terrorism Subcommittee members take U.S. message to Mideast leaders

WASHINGTON - In a weeklong series of meetings with Middle East leaders, Congressman Pete Hoekstra said members of the House Terrorism Subcommittee and he repeatedly stressed the need to bring peace and stability to the troubled region, and urged continued cooperation with America in the war on terrorism.


“In no uncertain terms, we told the leaders of every country we visited that our nations need to work together in the effort to defeat terrorism,” said Hoekstra, R-Holland.  “We also stressed the importance of finding workable solutions to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  It is a strong belief of this subcommittee that reducing tensions in this region will go a long-way toward helping reduce the threat of terrorism worldwide.”


While in the Middle East, the Terrorism Subcommittee members traveled to Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Israel and the West Bank town of Ramallah.  They held meetings with Egyptian President Hosny Mubarak, King Abdallah of Jordan, Syrian President Bashar al-Asad, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat. 


“We reminded Chairman Arafat of the importance of controlling violent elements in the Palestinian areas, and the need to quickly find and prosecute those responsible for the major arms shipment to the Palestinian Authority that was intercepted by the Israeli government,” Hoekstra said.  “We also warned him of the urgent need to reign-in the radical groups that are using violence to undermine the peace process with Israel.”


Hoekstra said the visit to the Middle East was useful in gaining insight into the region and its leaders.  He also said it provided a valuable chance to directly communicate U.S. concerns and hopes to the region’s leaders, particularly in the war on terrorism. 
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