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Hoekstra Joins Michigan Delegation in Taking Action to Correct Judicial Confirmation Process
Constitutional amendment would limit confirmation process to 120 days

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, has joined the Michigan delegation in introducing an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would restore the constitutional balance between the president and the U.S. Senate regarding the confirmation of presidential appointees, preventing judicial appointment delays.
 
H.J. Res. 71 introduced by Rep. Thaddeus G. McCotter, R-Livonia, and co-sponsored by the Republican members of Michigan's congressional delegation, is based on a provision in the Michigan Constitution. It would require the Senate to affirmatively reject a presidential appointee who is currently constitutionally subject to the confirmation process within 120 days or else the appointment would be deemed approved.
 
"Congressman McCotter has introduced a common sense reform to rectify needless judicial appointment delays, especially on the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals," Hoekstra said "Our senators from Michigan have been holding the four nominees from Michigan hostage for more than a year because of partisan obstructionism, and as a result, cases on the Sixth Circuit with a direct bearing on Michigan are not being heard."
 
President Bush has nominated four judges, Honorable Richard Allen Griffin, Honorable David McKeague, Honorable Susan Bieke-Neilson and Honorable Henry William Saad, to the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.  Senators Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, however, have taken advantage of "blue slip" rules allowing them to prevent the judges from receiving hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee and holding a vote.  
 
The four judges were nominated more than a year ago by the President yet the vacancies have remained empty, causing a judicial crisis in the Sixth Circuit and hindering effective prosecution of criminal cases.  
 
The members have been working on several fronts to free the four Michigan judges from the Levin-Stabenow blue slip hold before the vacant seats are filled by judges within the Sixth Circuit but from states other than Michigan, denying Michiganders representation by judges from their own state.
 
The delegation sent a letter to Senator Orrin Hatch, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, encouraging the committee to provide hearings as soon as possible. The Hatch letter was followed-up by a letter to the two Michigan Senators urging they allow the four nominees to have hearings before the Senate Judiciary Committee.
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