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Hoekstra Named Chairman of the

House Intelligence Committee
Speaker J. Dennis Hastert Makes Announcement

During Press Conference in Chicago

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert on Wednesday named U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, to chair the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.
 
"There is no greater responsibility for the government than to protect its citizens," Hastert said. "I am confident in Congressman Hoekstra's ability to oversee the House Intelligence Committee as it works through the reforms presented by the 9-11 Commission and reorganizes itself to confront the challenges of the global war on terror."
 
Hoekstra has served on the House Intelligence Committee since Speaker Hastert appointed him in 2001. As part of his oversight role, Hoekstra has traveled to Iraq four times over the past 12 months to view progress on the ground firsthand, as well as to Afghanistan and other countries in the Middle East.
 
Hoekstra previously served as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Technical and Tactical Intelligence.
 
Hoekstra takes over for U.S. Rep. Porter Goss, R-Fla., who announced his resignation as Chairman of the Intelligence Committee after President Bush nominated him to become the next director of the Central Intelligence Agency.
 
"Speaker Hastert has placed a lot of faith in my abilities to lead the House Intelligence Committee during a critical time in the history of U.S. intelligence, and I am honored to be chosen to serve in this role," Hoekstra said. "I intend to work hard to ensure that the U.S. Intelligence Community can operate as effectively as possible while continuing to meet the needs of the Second Congressional District."
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