October 1, 2003
Improve Troop Morale by co-sponsoring the RUSSH ACT

Dear Colleague:

Many of you saw news reports last week of our brave soldiers returning home from the Middle East on leave.  Like many Americans who were pleased to see so many heroes returning home from battle, I was disheartened to learn that many of these soldiers had to shell out their hard-earned combat pay to see their families.

I have introduced H.R. 3208, the Returning U.S. Soldiers Home (RUSSH) Act, which would help defray the costs incurred by soldiers returning to America on rest and recuperative leave from Iraq and Afghanistan who are trying to visit their families.  As you may know, the DOD pays for trans-Atlantic travel for soldiers who are coming home to America on leave from the front lines of Iraq and Afghanistan.  Currently, there is only one point of entry into the United States: Baltimore, Maryland.  

The government does not pay for all of our soldiers' transportation costs after they arrive at a U.S. point of entry.  This means that returning soldiers and their families are forced to pay for some travel costs out of their own pocket.  The soldiers who just returned from the Middle East are put at a disadvantage to those who will come home on leave later, since more points of entry will have been established.  

The RUSSH Act is retroactive, family oriented and cost conscience, while ensuring that soldiers from rural areas are not punished because they do not live close to an airport.  Additionally, this legislation is budget neutral.  

Please contact Dee Buchanan at 5-3484 if you would like to co-sponsor this important or if you need more information.

Yours respectfully,

JEB HENSARLING

Member of Congress

