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Let Freedom Click

Hensarling Bill to Protect Political Speech Online Included with Campaign Reforms
WASHINGTON – Today, the House Committee on Administration adopted legislation offered by Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) to protect freedom of speech and political discourse over the Internet.  The 527 Fairness Act of 2005 (H.R. 1316) includes Hensarling’s Online Freedom of Speech Act (H.R. 1606), designed to protect online communications from excessive regulation by the federal government.  
“The explosion of new technology over the last two decades has done much to democratize politics, encourage grassroots political involvement and promote civic engagement across America,” said Hensarling.  “With the emergence of blogs, the Internet truly puts power in the hands of the people, where it belongs, and Congress should work to keep it there.”
When Congress passed campaign finance reform in 2002, the legislation did not identify the Internet as a target of regulation.  But recently a federal judge ruled that the FEC's previous broad exemption of the Internet was impermissible, absent clear direction from Congress.  Soon the FEC is expected to finalize rules that could end up limiting free speech and regulating political activism online.  

Hensarling’s provision would exclude blogs and other types of communications over the Internet from regulation by the FEC.  An identical bill, S.678, has been introduced in the Senate by Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV).
“The Internet has opened many new doors for political speech,” Hensarling said.  “In today’s e-society, websites and blogs are quickly becoming the most popular and efficient ways for people to communicate, express their views, and debate the merits of candidates and causes.  Clearly, we ought to embrace these newcomers to our political process instead of erecting additional complex and stifling regulatory restraints.”
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