Saudi Ambassador Likens Yasser Arafat to George Washington!

Sign letter demanding an apology -- Hayworth
Dear Colleague:

In his April 5th op-ed piece in the Washington Post, (“Why Israel Must Stop the Terror”), the Saudi Ambassador to the United States, Prince Bandar bin Sultan, likened Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian’s terror campaign against Israel to George Washington and the American colonists’ struggle for independence.  You can read the Ambassador’s outrageous column at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A63897-2002Apr4.html.

In response, I have drafted a letter (below) to the Saudi Ambassador saying that he owes all Americans an apology for his insulting comments and that we expect one forthwith.  I invite you to cosign.

Make no mistake, this is about more than just standing up for the father of our country.  This is about rejecting a cynical public relations gambit designed to confer legitimacy on Arafat and his terrorist cause by tying it to our own independence movement.  We need to send a clear message that we won’t fall for this type of nonsense.

If you would like to sign this letter or if you have questions, please call Joe Eule of my staff at 5-2190.  






Best regards,






J. D. Hayworth






Member of Congress

Letter to Saudi Ambassador Bandar Bin Sultan
Prince Bandar Bin Sultan

Ambassador

Embassy of Saudi Arabia

602 New Hampshire Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C.  20037

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

We were deeply disturbed and offended by comments in your April 5th Washington Post op-ed ("Why Israel Must Stop Terror") in which you sought not only to legitimize Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian’s terror campaign against Israel, but also likened them to George Washington and the American colonists’ struggle for independence.  Even the slightest suggestion of moral equivalence between Arafat and George Washington is insulting, especially coming from someone who professes to be America’s friend.  The American people are owed an apology from you for these outrageous, untrue, and intemperate comments, and we trust such an apology with be made forthwith.

George Washington, a principled man of extraordinary character, did not send suicide bombers to blow up innocent women, children, and other civilians.  Moreover, the American colonists were fighting to establish a free country.  To suggest that Arafat’s goal is true freedom and democracy for his people is absurd.  The Palestinian Authority has shown no inclination to embrace political pluralism or abide by democratic principles.  It has, in fact, done quite the opposite.

Finally, we have not forgotten that from the time Yasser Arafat “renounced” violence at Oslo, at least 22 Americans, including women and children, have been murdered by Palestinian terrorists and another 38 injured.  Unlike George Washington, Arafat is not a man of his word.

President Bush was right.  Yasser Arafat is responsible for his current troubles and those of the people he supposedly leads.   He has abused his authority by consistently choosing terrorism and death over peace and hope.  He is an unrepentant and unreconstructed terrorist, and to compare him and his movement to George Washington and the struggle for American independence is not only repugnant and contrary to the historical record, but also shows a profound lack of judgment.  

We look forward to your forthcoming apology.

Cordially,
