February 19, 2004

The President

The White House

Washington, DC  20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to demonstrate our support for the right of Israel to protect its people by building a security fence, and urge your administration to continue to be a vocal supporter of Israel in this regard.

Next month, at the behest of the United Nations General Assembly, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) will issue an “advisory opinion” on the legal consequences of the security fence.  This is a political matter that is outside the jurisdiction of the ICJ, which is not supposed to address contentious issues without the consent of all parties involved.  These proceedings are not legally binding and will undoubtedly serve only as a forum for anti-Israel and anti-Semitic propaganda.

The General Assembly’s actions are also in direct conflict with the unanimous decision of the Security Council to endorse the Road Map to Peace, which calls for direct negotiations to settle all conflicts.

As Israel has made clear, the security fence is not a unilateral declaration of a permanent border between Israel and a future Palestinian state.  Rather, it is a temporary barrier – subject to negotiation – that will make it harder for suicide bombers to attack innocent women and children inside Israel.  In that respect it will advance the cause of peace in the region because the peace process cannot go forward without an end to the terrorist attacks targeting Israel.

We are all thankful that there has not been another successful terrorist attack on U.S. soil.  But that has not been an accident.  It is in part attributable to the measures we have taken to protect ourselves from potential threats.  Since the Palestinian leadership has been unwilling or unable to curtail terrorism, Israel should also be able to take defensive measures to stop terrorists from killing its citizens.

Israel’s fence separating it from Gaza has virtually stopped suicide bombers coming into Israel from that area.  A West Bank fence can likewise save lives and is certainly preferable to most of the alternatives.  It might even allow Israel to withdraw its troops and remove West Bank roadblocks and check points. 

Again, we strongly urge you to support Israel’s right to defend its children from terrorist attacks by building a security fence.  We thank you for your consideration and look forward to working with you for a safer and more secure Middle East.







Sincerely,

Rep. Howard Berman

Rep. Chris Chocola

Rep. Phil Crane

Rep. Joseph Crowley

Rep. Jo Ann Davis

Rep. Martin Frost


Rep. Scott Garrett

Rep. Katherine Harris


Rep. J.D. Hayworth     

Rep. Steve King

Rep. Nick Lampson

Rep. Nita Lowey

Rep. Randy Neugebauer

Rep. Charlie Norwood

Rep. C.L. “Butch” Otter

Rep. Mike Pence

Rep. Rick Renzi

Rep. Jim Saxton

Rep. Pete Sessions

Rep. John Shadegg


Rep. Mike Simpson

Rep. Chris Smith

Rep. Lee Terry

Rep. Joe Wilson
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