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Congressman Robin Hayes Criticizes U.N. Secretary General

WASHINGTON, DC - Congressman Robin Hayes (NC-8) today criticized United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan after Annan criticized the U.S. for allegedly not doing enough to protect non-combatant civilians.


“I think I speak for most of my fellow Americans, when I say that I am deeply saddened by the loss of any civilian, non-combatant lives in Iraq as Operation Iraqi Freedom progresses,” said Hayes.  “However, I am outraged by Kofi Annan’s statements criticizing the United States for a possible mistake while not uttering a word about the Iraqi military’s blatant abuse of civilians.”


Earlier today, the Associated Press reported the following:


Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed growing concern Wednesday about the “humanitarian casualties” of the war against Iraq and reiterated that the United States is responsible for the welfare of the civilian population.


Annan cited reports Wednesday of missiles striking heavily populated areas in Baghdad.  Iraqi officials said 14 people were killed, the most civilian deaths since the U.S. bombing campaign began a week ago.


“Annan’s comments of reprimand are outrageous,” said Hayes.  “I represent a lot of the troops who are part of the war fighting effort in Iraq.  Our military planners and troops have gone out of their way to protect civilians and target hard military targets.  Unfortunately, accidents can, do and will happen.  Our efforts to protect civilians are complicated since Iraqi military personnel are pretending to be innocent civilians in an effort to ambush our troops and capture additional POW’s.

“Mr. Annan also chooses to not comment on reports that Iraqi troops were dressing as American soldiers and then executing Iraqi civilians.  His silence on Saddam’s practice of using civilians as human shields in combat also speaks volumes.  And finally, the U.S. is already getting aid to the people of Iraq.  We would be getting more to them except for barbaric Iraqi soldiers who are presently doing everything they can to block this aid.


“The U.N.’s lack of will to enforce its own resolutions has damaged its effectiveness and Kofi Annan’s selective criticism will only serve to further erode U.N. credibility.”
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