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Congressman Robin Hayes Rejects

Congressional Pay Increase

Hayes Will Turn Over Congressional COLA to Charity

WASHINGTON, DC - Congressman Robin Hayes (NC-8) today voted to reject the annual Congressional cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) citing that too many workers were struggling in their local economy.

“At a time when rural economies in the 8th District and across the nation are struggling, I believe it is inappropriate to support a measure that, in effect, increases congressional pay,” said Hayes.

The measure was part of the Treasury-Postal Appropriations Bill that was debated in the House today.  The COLA provision would increase a member’s base salary by 3.1%.

The pay adjustment measure took the form of a procedural vote on the previous question.  This results in a YES vote on the previous question being a vote for the COLA.  Hayes voted NO on the previous question measure, and therefore voted against the COLA.


Under current law, a member must accept a pay increase or COLA if it is approved by Congress.  Hayes announced that he would be donating his COLA to charity.
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