Kingston-Gutknecht Drug Importation Act

ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS
SAFETY
•
Some say importation of prescription drugs will jeopardize consumer safety, especially given the current threat of mail-based terrorism.  The truth is, the anthrax sent through the mail last fall originated in Trenton, NJ, not abroad.  Moreover, right now the FDA allows people to carry and mail order personal use quantities of prescription drugs into the United States, and we are not hearing horror stories of people getting sick.  The Kingston Drug Importation Act simply suggests we codify current FDA practice and support our pharmacists.  Finally, millions of Americans have no prescription drug coverage.  An unaffordable drug is neither safe nor effective.

MEDICARE COVERAGE IS THE ANSWER
•
Some say a Medicare prescription drug benefit will eliminate the need for importation.  The truth is, paying for coverage before asking about price is the epitome of putting the cart before the horse.  We simply cannot afford to write a blank check for coverage before we ask why drugs cost so much in the first place.  CBO estimates prescription drugs will cost Medicare beneficiaries $1.8 trillion over the next ten years.  Americans could save $630 billion from this bill if they could be allowed access to the same drugs from FDA approved facilities throughout the world.  And of course, Medicare coverage for prescription drugs won’t help the millions of Americans without health insurance - including coverage of prescription drugs.

INSUFFICIENT FDA RESOURCES
•
Some say the FDA lacks the resources to inspect mail orders.  The truth is, the FDA is focusing its resources in the wrong places.  Instead of only stopping illegal drugs imported by illicit traffickers, the FDA has spent inordinate resources on stopping approved drugs imported by law-abiding citizens.  Worse, two years ago Congress appropriated $23 million for border enforcement, which the FDA itself said it needed to ensure imported drugs were safe, but the Secretary of Health and Human Services refused to use the funds.  The FDA-needs-more-money argument rings hollow.

IMPORTING PRICE CONTROLS
•
Some say importation is merely an indirect way of enacting price controls.  The truth is, leading pharmaceutical economists say opening markets in prescription drugs is the best way to break down price controls. 
