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Congressmen Gutknecht, Emanuel Commend HHS Action on Importation of Flu Vaccine from Canada and Germany

Washington, D.C.—U.S. Representatives Gil Gutknecht (R-MN) and Rahm Emanuel (D-IL), sponsors of the House-passed H.R. 2427, The Pharmaceutical Market Access Act, today praised Department of Health & Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson for verifying the safety of as many as four million doses of flu vaccine from plants in Canada and Germany. The action will allow the government to purchase and import the vaccine, which will alleviate the U.S. shortage. 

Congressman Gutknecht said, “Today’s announcement underscores the inconsistencies of the FDA. The agency has told American consumers time and again that it is unsafe to import prescription drugs from other industrialized countries, yet they are simultaneously importing four million flu vaccinations. The FDA can’t have it both ways.”
Congressman Emanuel said, “I would hope now the FDA also approves Illinois’ request to purchase flu vaccine doses from abroad. It’s getting harder and harder to take the Administration seriously when they say that importation isn’t safe. Hopefully this action means the Administration will work with Congress to pass importation legislation soon, rather than continuing to hide behind false safety claims.”
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