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Bush calls for enactment of Rep. Green faith-based legislation
After participating in a White House faith-based summit Tuesday, Green again introduces legislation to create a permanent executive office of faith-based and community solutions

WASHINGTON – During a faith-based leadership conference in Washington Tuesday, President Bush called for the enactment of legislation introduced by U.S. Rep. Mark Green (R-Green Bay) today to make his faith-based initiative a permanent fixture in law.

“Problems like substance abuse, homelessness and youth violence aren’t going away overnight,” Green said.  “Finding solutions to these and other social ills will require a sustained team effort between government and America’s faith-based and community groups.  This bill protects a link in that important chain by ensuring the president has a consistent role in supporting our faith-based and community organizations.”

Green said his bill would establish a permanent office of faith-based and community initiatives in the White House, ensuring that future presidents have a role in helping citizens through faith-based and community groups.

“The vast majority of Americans – Republicans and Democrats alike – agree that government should be doing a far better job of working with faith-based and community organizations,” Green said.  “These groups have been fighting many of the problems that plague our communities, and they’ve been doing it with little help from the government.  Now, that’s beginning to change, and this office will help remove more of the barriers that prevent faith-based and community groups from working alongside government.”

Green has established himself as the leading proponent of faith-based solutions in Congress.  In 2001, Green led the fight for President Bush’s faith-based initiative in the U.S. House.  Last year, Green announced the creation of a new bipartisan faith-based community solutions congressional caucus dedicated to improving the working relationship between government and community organizations.
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