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As details emerge in Florida kidnapping case, Rep. Green unveils new child protection bill
Green-authored “Prevention and Deterrence of Crimes Against Children Act” would create tougher sentencing laws for criminals who harm children, including the death penalty
WASHINGTON – In 1997, just before coming to Congress, then-state Representative Mark Green saw the bill he wrote requiring life sentences for repeat child sex offenders signed into law.  Had Green’s law been on the books in Florida in recent years, Jessica Lunsford would still be alive today and her murderer would have already been locked away for life for previous crimes he had committed.

Today, as more details emerge surrounding Lunsford’s murder in Florida, U.S. Rep. Mark Green (R-Green Bay) unveiled new federal legislation Tuesday that would establish stronger sentencing laws for criminals who harm children, including mandatory minimum sentences and the death penalty.

“When it comes to protecting innocent children, every precaution and deterrent must be exhausted,” Green said.  “That means getting tougher laws on the books to send a firm, clear message to criminals – if you harm a child, you’ll pay an unbearable price.”

Green’s legislation, known as “The Prevention and Deterrence of Crimes Against Children Act,” would create tougher penalties for individuals who commit violent crimes against children in federal cases.  Green said the penalties would range from a death sentence when a child is killed, to a mandatory minimum sentence of ten years for any crime of violence against a child.  He also said the legislation would set specific time frames for federal courts to review cases – preventing criminals from exploiting the legal system by filing repeated appeals.

“We can’t bring children like Jessica Lunsford back, but hopefully this legislation can prevent further tragedy,” Green said.  “Her case is another painful reminder that we dare not let up in our fight to end violent crimes against children.”

Since coming to Congress Green has continued to build his reputation as being one of the leading child protection advocates in the House of Representatives.  In 2003 his “Two Strikes” legislation requiring sex criminals who prey on children to go to jail upon their second conviction was signed into law. 
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