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Rep. Green declares “partial victory” in fight against UW Bible study ban as UWEC announces suspension of practice
Green calls temporary suspension of Bible study ban “major step in the right direction” – says UW System statement Wednesday on ban at other UW schools still raises questions

GREEN BAY – U.S. Rep. Mark Green (R-Green Bay) declared “partial victory” Wednesday following an announcement by the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire (UWEC) that it would temporarily suspend a ban on resident assistant-led Bible studies at the institution, pending a review by the UW System.  Green also raised questions about a UW System statement also issued Wednesday saying that schools could still enforce the policy in certain cases, which he said could lead to a continued violation of UW students’ constitutional rights.

“Today’s announcement by UW-Eau Claire that it would, at least temporarily, reverse its practice of barring RAs from holding voluntary Bible studies in their dorm rooms was a major step in the right direction.  However, the issue is by no means put to rest.  Rather than eliminate this absurd practice once and for all, the UW System – in typical fashion – has opted to form a committee to evaluate the policy, leaving the matter unresolved, and its students’ constitutional rights still in jeopardy.  The system, and its schools, should do what I’ve asked for since this controversy began.  It should issue written rules specifically permitting these study groups.  They shouldn’t need a commission and months of deliberations to tell them that.”
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