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Graham Readies Legislation to Strengthen Presidential Hand in Dealing with State-Sponsored Terrorism

WASHINGTON -- South Carolina Third District Representative Lindsey Graham (R-Seneca) said that in light of last week’s tragic events the United States is going to have to get tougher on nations that do not cooperate with our war on terrorism. 

“For too long our nation’s bark against terrorism has been worse than our bite,” said Graham.  “We’re going to change that dynamic by giving the President stronger, sharper teeth.”

Graham is working with a bipartisan group of legislators on legislation titled, The No Safe Harbor Act.  Under the legislation which will be introduced in Congress later this week, the President would be able to levy a variety of sanctions on countries or organizations that “aid and abet terrorists or fail to cooperate in the war on terrorism.”

“Some countries have offered aid and comfort to terrorists while many simply look the other way,” said Graham.  “President Bush has let it be known that from now on countries have to decide if they are going to be our  friend or foe in the war on terrorism.  There is no middle ground.”

Among the sanctions a President could levy against nations that fail to cooperate with the U.S. or its allies include:

· Economic embargo;

· Freezing assets and making them available to victims’ families;

· Prohibiting travel;

· Denying visa to offending nations’ citizens; and

· Cutting off U.S. aid and investment.

Countries could be deemed to be in non-compliance with United States law and subject to sanction if they fail to support U.S. anti-terrorism investigations and provide sanctuary, fundraising assistance, cash, or  material support to suspected terrorists.  

“We’re expanding the scope and power of the President in dealing with nations that support terrorism,” said Graham.  “I think it’s important we give the President a variety of sanctions and punishments to use at his disposal.  

Graham also noted that the bill would allow assets of nations and organizations that support  terrorism to be frozen and made available to compensate victims of terrorism.

“Freezing assets of nations that support terrorists and then using them to compensate victims is a long overdue and much-need change in U.S. policy,” said Graham.  “We can’t ease the pain and suffering felt by victims, but we should do everything in our power to increase the pain of nations that support terrorism.”

“The war on terrorism isn’t going to be easy or won overnight,” said Graham.  “It’s going to take time and effort.  This is just one piece of a major overhaul in how our nation deals with this threat.”
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