Congressman Goodlatte’s Weekly Column: January 30, 2004

Holding the Line on Spending

In his recent State of the Union Address, the President pledged to propose a budget that will set a course to cut the deficit in half over five years.  I was encouraged by the President’s call to control spending and cut the budget deficit—not by raising taxes, but by modernizing the government and being good stewards of taxpayer money.  While this is a step in the right direction, I would argue that we need to be even more ambitious in controlling spending.

I was recently awarded, for the seventh year in a row, the Taxpayer Hero Award by Citizens Against Government Waste which is given to Members of Congress who are dedicated to easing the burden on the American taxpayer.

Last year, I was one of only 80 members of Congress to vote for an amendment to the FY 2004 budget, which would have achieved a balanced budget in 4 years and frozen total discretionary spending for one year.

While the economy is growing, due in large part to the tax relief measures proposed by the President and passed by Congress over the last two years, economic growth alone is not going to remedy the current deficit—which is largely driven by spending.

Since 2001, our country has faced an extraordinary set of challenges ranging from economic recession to the broader War on Terror, both of which have required us to stretch resources and increase spending.

The issue before Congress is whether these deficits, rather than reflecting an extraordinary set of circumstances, will instead come to represent a perpetual inability to hold the line on spending. 

It is noteworthy that Presidents Roosevelt and Truman signed budgets during World War II and the Korean War which actually decreased non-defense spending.  

Congress has a clear choice in the coming months.  We can control spending, thereby paving the way for a return to surpluses and ultimately paying down the national debt.  Or we can allow big spenders to lead us further down the road of chronic deficits and in doing so leave our children and grandchildren strapped with debt that is not their own.   It is time for us to get our fiscal house in order, and not use the challenging times we find ourselves in as cover for uncontrolled government spending.  I am committed in these pivotal months to upholding the principles of fiscal responsibility.
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