February 15, 2005

Stop Terrorists from Using Our Banks to Funnel Money 

Matricula consular ID cards place National Security in the hands of foreign governments

Dear Colleague:

We are now living in an age of daily terrorist threats and danger.  As Members of Congress, we are working tirelessly to protect each and every American citizen.  Unfortunately, the interests of foreign nations could be hindering our efforts.

As I am sure you are aware, the Mexican government and Mexican consulates located within the United States have begun issuing consular ID cards to Mexican citizens who are in this nation illegally.  Legal immigrants are already provided identification by the United States government.  Consular ID cards are only needed by aliens who aren’t legally in the United States.  

Boosted by strong promotional efforts by the Embassy of Mexico and its 45 consulates in the U.S., the matricula consular card is now accepted as a form of ID at 74 of the nation's 9,000 banks. 

Now, illegal aliens, who have already broken our immigration laws and entered our country illegally can cash checks and open bank accounts.  

The recent push by Mexican consulates for the acceptance of these cards in the U.S., poses a serious legal, financial and national security liability. Acceptance of the cards, or our cooperation in their manufacture or distribution, provides unspoken approval and encouragement for increased illegal immigration into the United States while putting out homeland security severely at risk.  

To help address this problem, I plan on introducing legislation, the Financial Customer Identification Verification Improvement Act, which will prohibit the use of identification cards issued by foreign governments, including matricula consular cards, for purposes of verifying the identity of a person who opens an account at a financial institution. 

My bill works to discourage illegal immigration and protect our national security by ending the use of matricula consular cards for identification purposes and preventing financial institutions to funnel terrorist money.  We must protect our borders, our banks and financial institutions, and uphold our immigration laws. 

I urge all Members to cosponsor this imperative and sensible legislation.  To do so, please contact myself or      Jay Fahrer in my office at, 5-4465.  







Yours very truly, 







Scott Garrett






Member of Congress

