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Boehner Applauds Rep. Franks for Strong Commitment to Parental Options in Education

Children’s Hope Act Would Provide Options and Flexibility for Parents and Students

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. John Boehner (R-OH), chairman of the U.S. House Committee on Education & the Workforce, today praised Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ) for introducing the Children’s Hope Act (H.R. 2347), legislation that seeks to increase parental choice in education through a scholarship tax credit.

 

“I’d like to commend my colleague, Mr. Franks, for his strong commitment to ensuring that parents are not deprived of opportunities when it comes to educating their children,” said Boehner, an original cosponsor of the legislation. “The Children’s Hope Act would create a much-needed tool to place educational decisions in the hands of caring parents.”

 

“All parents in America deserve the chance to make decisions when it comes to the education of their children. Yet too often, a financial barrier can restrict parents and take opportunities away from students,” Boehner continued. “This legislation would help reduce barriers and improve educational opportunities for those who may be denied that flexibility simply because of financial means.”

 

Under the Children’s Hope Act, if a state enacts a scholarship tax credit of $250 or more, the residents of that state would be eligible to take part in a federal scholarship tax credit. The federal tax credit of $100 ($200 for joint returns) is designated for scholarship organizations that donate at least one-half of their scholarships to low-income children.  For the nine states that do not have an income tax, they can take a dollar for dollar credit against their property taxes.

 

The scholarship tax credit program is a unique, cost-free charitable opportunity to improve a child's life and make a difference in the community. Individuals can receive a dollar-for-dollar credit against their state income tax liability for contributions to non-profit organizations that give low-income students scholarships to attend a school of their choice.
“I’m particularly pleased that this legislation creates a true incentive for states to improve educational options through scholarship tax credits,” said Boehner. “This will ensure that any commitment made at the federal level is not only matched but exceeded by the actions of the states. Working together, states and the federal government can create a mechanism that will improve the lives of children by increasing educational opportunity.”

 

“In addition, by targeting scholarship opportunities toward low-income students, this legislation ensures that parents and children who might otherwise lack options are given the flexibility and freedom they need for true educational choice,” said Boehner. 

 

The legislation, which had 24 original cosponsors upon introduction, would create a financial incentive for individuals to make charitable contributions to organizations that provide scholarships for low-income children. It would build on the success of states like Arizona, which have already improved educational opportunities through a scholarship tax credit. For example, Arizona taxpayers have made 120,000 donations since 1998, raising $56 million for scholarships. These donations have funded nearly 57,000 scholarships for children throughout the state. 
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