Why should our veterans receive less legal protection than ordinary citizens?
Become an original cosponsor of the

Veterans' Right to an Attorney Act 

Dear Colleague:



Current law states that veterans are prohibited by U.S. law from hiring an attorney during a portion of their Veterans Administration claims process.  

The law reads:  “… a fee may not be charged, allowed, or paid for services of agents and attorneys with respect to services provided before the date on which the Board of Veterans' Appeals first makes a final decision in the case.”  This regulation puts veterans at a significant disadvantage.  

Our veterans are forced to sort through a complex system and fight against the VA’s experienced legal adversaries without the fundamental right to hire an attorney.  Veterans may only hire counsel after the Board of Veteran’s Appeals makes an unfavorable decision, which leaves the veterans with legal help only for their last form of appeal.  By this point, the process has typically taken one or two years, and the veteran has sometimes made irreversible mistakes in arguing the claim.
This section of law should be repealed.  Why should our veterans receive less legal protection than ordinary citizens?  Why should they be forced to either find legal counsel pro bono or be denied the advice of an experienced lawyer through a complicated process?

The Veterans’ Right to an Attorney Act solves this problem.  The VRA Act…

gives veterans a valuable ally to help navigate the confusing maze of the VA Appeals Courts.

frees veterans from being limited to a VA employee or a pro bono lawyer, and allows them to acquire legal representation of their own private choosing.

cuts red tape in the VA system, and is a statutory change that will not require additional federal funding.
supports the Constitutional principle of the right to an attorney.  
These men and women have made great sacrifices to protect our freedom.  Now we must accept one of our most fundamental responsibilities and protect the fundamental right of those who have protected us.  Please call Emily Porter at 6-1178 to sign on as an original co-sponsor.
Most Sincerely,

Trent Franks







Member of Congress  

