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	Should this Mouse

   have more to say

about Federal

Elections than

your constituents?




Support the Flake Amendment to Shays-Meehan

July 10, 2001

Dear Colleague:


Our colleagues, Mr. Shays and Mr. Meehan, should be commended for seeking to level the playing field in U.S. elections.  However, despite their noble intentions, Shays-Meehan has a large flaw that needs to be addressed.  Rather than leveling the playing field, this legislation actually increases the power of a privileged few.

As it currently reads, Shays-Meehan places burdensome regulations on average Americans (i.e. your constituents), hampering their ability to have an active voice in federal campaigns inside of a 60-day window prior to Election Day.  This means that the ability to shape public opinion will rest largely with corporate media outlets unburdened by additional regulation while your average constituent will be jumping through hoops for the same access to public debate.  So, your average constituent will be muzzled, but large corporations, Microsoft (MSNBC) or Disney (ABC) for example, with access to major media outlets, can say plenty to shape the debate.  Do we really want a giant mouse to have more say in federal elections than our constituents?

My amendment to Shays-Meehan will close the loophole that grants corporate media outlets special rights that the average voter will not have.  This legislation simply ensures that the First Amendment applies to everyone, not just members of the media.  Without this amendment, Shays-Meehan will silence average citizens while it gives the media a microphone.
Under my amendment, media outlets which are owned by corporations, derive any money other than from subscriptions or advertising, receive any government funds, or lobby the government will have to play by the same rules as all Americans.  If you have any questions, please contact Matt Specht on my staff at (202) 225-2635.

Join me and ensure that your constituents matter more than Mickey Mouse.

Sincerely,



JEFF FLAKE

Member of Congress

