November 19, 2001

Become an Original Cosponsor of

 The 911.gov Act
Dear Colleague,

On September 11, Attorney General Ashcroft publicized a website where citizens can give tips related to terrorist activities. After the Attorney General’s announcement, tips jumped from 100 in the first four hours of the site’s operation, to 1,200 an hour, pushing the first day’s total to 12,170.  Since then, the website has fielded more than 149,300 tips.  (Please see the November 15, 2001 Washington Post article on reverse.) 

But before you look at the article, do you know that site’s web address?  Neither do most of our constituents.  It’s not an easy address to remember (www.ifccfbi.gov).

That’s why I’m introducing the 911.gov Act.

911.gov will provide citizens an easy-to-find, easy-to-remember way of getting critical information to the proper authorities in a timely manner.

In addition to the FBI’s site, the federal government operates numerous other websites that receive crime-related tips and offer cash rewards for leads that result in convictions.  With all of these sites aiming to accomplish the same thing, there is a need for one easy-to-remember site: 911.gov.  By combining these different websites, we can make the process more effective.  911.gov has two purposes: to coordinate all existing government crime-related web sites, and to be easy to remember.  

Under my bill, the Office of Homeland Security would host the website in conjunction with the FBI, the Justice Department, and other government agencies.  If you are interested in becoming an original cosponsor of the 911.gov Act, please contact Brent Gibadlo at 5-2635.

Sincerely,

                                             

                                                                JEFF FLAKE

                                                                Member of Congress

