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Congressman Flake Demands Transfer of Hamas Terrorists Who Bombed Hebrew University To American Authorities

In letter to Bush, Powell, and Ashcroft, Flake cites precedent that allows for transfer without extradition agreement 

Mesa, Arizona - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, a member of the House International Relations Committee, today in a letter to President Bush, Secretary of State Powell, and Attorney General Ashcroft urged that those responsible for the bombing at Hebrew University in Jerusalem that killed five Americans be transferred to the United States for prosecution.  Congressman Flake acknowledged that the White House is allowing Israel to handle the situation, but says that should not stop the U.S. from demanding that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat turn over those responsible for the murders to the U.S.

Palestinian terrorist organization Hamas has taken responsibility for the bombing.


The United States does not have an extradition agreement with the Palestinian Authority, but Congressman Flake cited a 1991 case, among others, in which the U.S. persuaded the Egyptian government, which does not have an extradition agreement with the U.S., to surrender a criminal suspect.


“The lack of an extradition agreement with Yasser Arafat can not and must not be a reason not to go after those responsible for murdering Americans,” Flake said.  “There are international legal precedents that we must vigorously pursue.”

“We owe it to the victims' families to bring these terrorists to justice.”


“We have a policy in this country of punishing those who commit crimes.  If the Israeli government gets to the terrorists first, that’s great, but I want the U.S. to do everything in our power to bring those responsible to justice.”


In the letter, Congressman Flake also urged the Administration to seek the transfer of and indictments against those responsible for the attack, including Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat if Arafat does not cooperate.


“I'm tired of Arafat's wink-and-a-nod crackdown on violence.  He continues to harbor terrorists.  If our policy against terrorism applies to Al-Qaeda and bin Laden, it should also apply to Hamas and Arafat.”
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